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410 REPORT OF THE INDIAN HEMP DRUGS COMMISSION, 1Bo3-04

45 It is desimble to deseribe hese beiefly the views and opinions of the
Government of India on the effeets of hemp drugs, which have been expressed
from time o time.

(1} In 1873 the Government of Indin after making a full and complese
enquiry resolved, in paragraph i3 of resolution Koo 3775 dated jth December
1873, that “there can, however, be no doubt that s habitoal use does tend to pro=
duee msanity,” The Government was 50 much convinced of its evil efects that
they absolutely prohibited the use of gania inthe provinee of Busma from 1833-74
and desied all ather local Governments to discourage the consumption of ganja
and bhang by placing restriction on the cultivation, preparation, and sale.

(z) In 1875 on the 2gth April the Government of India addressed the Goy-
emment of Bengaland observed that * nathing should be done to place temprations
i the wiay of the people that can possibly be aveided," and that * iz Hapor
the Licutenant:Governor may rest assured of reeeiving the support of the Govern-
ment af India in any measare that ke may adopt for Emiting the consumption of
ganju and indeed if the use of the drug could be altogether suppressed witheut the
fear of leading to its contraband use, sach 2 course would be justifed by its dele-
tesious effects.”

(3} In 1877 the Govermment of Bengal passed a resalution which contains
the following conclusions: * the Licutenant-Goversor has. himsell mo doubt that
the use of ganja in any fomm is injurious to the consumer.”

(4} In 1379 Mr. A, O, Hime, Member of the Board of Revenue, Northe
Western Provinees, in his review oa the Excise Report of 1850, remarked in para-
graph 108 thus: * these drogs are belitved to ba exeeedingly deleterions: the -
smoking of ganja constantly praduces (the Junios Member has had many such
cases-before him) msamty, The most of oar erminals bnbitually pecve themselves
for crime by their use; their use amongst the people as a mass is. asserted o
have been entiraly developed by our system, , . .

{3) In 1892 the Government of India in their letter No. 212, dated ath August
1803, addressed to Hor Majesty's Scorctary of Seate, wrote that * we ane in-
clmed to belisvs that gasia is the most noxious of all ftosicants now commanly
used in India” and that * we fully recognize it as our daty to restrict its cop.
sumption as far as practicable”

(6) There are hundreds of opinions expresasd by the eminent officers of the
Govemment who pronosieed the s of ganja to be extremely delotesions. Al
the official literature oa the subject between 1370 and 1851 & Rl of yseful infae-
mation in support of the above conclusion.

46. [t-scems also desirable to know the opinions which have been formied
in ather caurtries than [ndian about the effectz of these drugs, and therelare |
[Eive tha followitg quotations—

(1) Report of the Indian Immigrants Commisson of 18558, elapier
1T, paragraph 6: * In his report for 1882 the Proteetor ealled attention to the in-
ereasing habit of smoking it (Cawmebis) amongst the immigrants ; T aperred

| that it was the canse of mech Sciness, sugpesting that the plant should be
destrayed and its uss probibited,  Employers have been funilii, fop mIANY years,
with the evils consequent upon its use by their Tndian servasnts; thoy, the misdi-
cl afficers of circles, and the Protector of immigranis have seen many Indians
with their strength and manhood wrocked by the persicious drag,  The: apfninns
of thase medical offiesrs are on rocord.  They are unanineus in thinking that te
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MOTE OF DISSENT DY LALA MINAL CHAND 411

umkirl.g af h:rnp L] i.'lljl:lr:nﬂ! to the eonstitution of [ndians, and the :r,.a_jurity
testily to the widespread habit of smoking i, 'T'oits use they attribute unsteadi-
ness in the performance of work, meapacity for exertion, undermining of nervous
power, heart-disease, asthma, retention of urne, night  blindress and amaurosis,
incoliarent speech, mental imbeclity, hallocinations, suicides, death,  Eveas in the
milder cases an mdivideal under the influence of hemp: s lisiless, hiz eyes are
glassy, suffused, and have 2 vacant stane, ke has no disposition 1o exen himsedf,
his pulse is soft and weak, be complams of languor and cebility,  Frequently,
men intoxicated by its fumes, become dangerous amd are amested by the police.
Homicides are commisted by men rendered furions by its toxic properiies.  We
gurselves, when visiting an estate in the Unzinto circle whereon Indians wesa
employed, came upen an Indian, an absentee from worls, sitting outside a hut,
with his dalkkhba (whichis 2 synonymous term for ganja—wide part 1 of the above
report), pipeon the ground by his side. He muttcied to himsell, then yelled,
spoke rapidly and incoherently, lapsed into silerce, than velled again, and it was
impossible to make him undesstand anything.  He was manifestly in a stata of
dementia mduced by dakkha-smoking ; he was decidedly dangerous, and the
manager was unceriaim how 1o deal with him ; finally, the man was left to do as
he pleased, the Indians on the estate being afraid to interfere with bim, and the
manager knowing that the law provided no penshment for his miscondues
Paragragh 7, " W are satisfied, from Lthe documentary and oral evidence befese
us, (@) thit the smoking of hemp, whether by itsell or in the mistore to which we
hawe referred, is detrimental to Uhe health of Indian Smmigranes in this ealany, (4)
that the immoderate sse of it is highly injusious, (<) that the habic of smoking it
in dxcess is wideapeend, in the Fietermoritzberg circle onefifth peobably of
the Indian popalation smeking it i excess, () that sech immoderate use leads
to crime of tha most serious nature, () that it renders the Indian immigranta
unfit and unabde to pedform, with satisfaction to the employer, that work for which
T was speciafly trought to this colony,

(2) Report of the Sanitary Board of Greees appended to the Circular
Mo, 2z, daed z27th Masch 18go, of the Kingdom of Greece (see Abkasi, April
1853, page 79)-

" Carafol seientific observation in warm countries (in Africa, Persia, India,
and Turkey) in which the intoxicating qualities of the Indian hemp, and of the
haschisch which is manufactured Eom it in various fooms, kave lang been known,
and it use widely prevalent, has long ago proved the disastrous effects. produced
by thi use of haschizch.” From theebservations made in India by Lnglish doeters
(O Birest, Raleigh, OShaugnessy, Badade) [si], the experiments of Léautano,
the observations of Mangier, the numersas expeniments.of M. Morean (of Tours),
and his abservazions dering his journey in the East, the experimental rescarches
of Von Sehrofl and Frowmiller, and ohsesvations of other inguirers, the following
safe conclusions are drawn :—

T ¥ (a) That haschisch disturbs the functions of the systems of digestion
and circelation ;

(8] That it injures the sense and motive powers ;

" {e) That it disturbs the cercheal functions
® Nz —Hemp it calied baahinck s Arabis, s showa iz garagreph 52 of s e,
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412 REPORT OF THE INDIAN HEMP DRUGS COMMISSION, I:S-gg-gu;.

* () ‘That the action of haschish manifesis iaeli diffigrently in different
PESSOUS |

U The action on the cirealation of the blood sometimes causes syncope, and
the disterbance of the cerchral functions produces mania.  “The disturbances of
tha neevoas systerm caused in the animal economy by the use of hoschish are
pocnlinr, The phanzoms seea by, and the tendencies manifested in those who are
intoxicated with haschisch, menesally indicate the usual haléts of thought and
moral character of the intoxicated persons, or the thouphis and passions by
which the man was passessed on the day that he became intoxicated, or at the
moment in which the symptoms of paissaing bagan to make themselves manifest.
Perzang given 5o the sse of haschisch, who become mamacs, ara apito commit
all sosts of acts of viclence amd murders.

" Syrh ]_y.uing the action of haschisch, it is easy to upderstand wh:.', Among
rogaes and conviets, quasrels, viclence, and munders are of commen gccumence,
und haw dangeraas is the use of haschisch by this particular class of people.

“ Sometimes the mtoxieation af kaschiseh impels the persan under itz nflu-
ence to suicide, of the commission of acts forbidden by moralivy.

Al anthors dre upasimous, basing their opinion on nemenons obhservations
amang Eastern peaples, thal the long use of haschisch weakens the body and
canses atrophy, dulls the mind, and ercates hypochondria, idiocy and mania.
Thoswe who indulge in haschisch have a hxed look, withoot expression, and
an idiotic appearnce.  Aveording to statistical information chtained from funatic
asylums of Cairo and Benpal, the majority of the mamiacs and idiots hecame
such from abuse of haschisch,

“ 1t is therofore indisputable that the use of haschisch has a disastroos
offect, gradually undermaning the  health of body and spint, and becoming a
sgurca of ovil to society."

{3) Mote on immigration from Indin to Trinidnd, 1893, page 43, paragraph
2B: " Under the influence of Indinn hemp Malayas run ‘ameck ' and kill overy
one they meet.  There is ample evidence that persons strongly under the influ-
ence of hemp bave, if their passions are aroused, an imesistible inclination
to kill, regardless of all consequences. When I was on active sorviea during
the Afghan campaign, 1858-81, many furious charges were made an our tronps by
bodies of * Ghazis ' who, under the influence of overwhelming excitement, rushed
madly to the attack and continued to fight against amy odds, until they wens all
killed. These men, 1 have no doubt, were temporarily mad from hemp.'!

47, Mental effecfe-—Tnsonity,—In all the 25 asylums of Indin 1,544 Junaties
were admitted in 1892, of which =32 were attributed to ganja, 553 to othes causes,
and for the remaining 565 the cause was “unknown' A fresh enguiry was
directed by the Commission abaut the coses ascribed to ganja, while the rest were
left alome.  This proceduse appears to me objectionabile,

48. Under section 4 of Act XXXIV it will be found that the Magistrates
and Civil Suspeons have been made responsible for making enguiries about
lupatics, Under section 5 of the sams Act the visitors, consisting of at
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leagt one medical officer, are requived every manth to ¥ soe and examine {asfaras
cireumatances will permit) every lunatic therein (£e, in the asylum) and the arder
and cenificate for the' admission of every lunatic admitted since the last visitation
of the visitors"

Tlous it g elear that the entrics are made and examined by the most Lrust.
worthy servants of the Grown, and therelare their accaracy cannot be questionsd
bt on a very stronyg evidence.

49 Though fnzoma cases the descriptive rolls were originally filled by the
police, vetthey shoubl not be rejecied.

Firel —Besanis the Magisirates of the distrhicts wha ‘always take necessary '
precautions before accepting the police reports have accepted them. |

Secandly—There can ba no othes agency in 'mir:ging!n |ig11t 1_h|:;||.iste:rr afa
lunatic than the palics, becanse ganja-smokers are gencrally men of low caste
and af bad characier, with whom the high officers cannot be ia towch.  The kahit
of ganja-smoking i3 looked down, and therelors those who use ganja smoke it
St[:l’ﬂliljl'. [TFilqg their baat to conceal the [haet from their elders and from thisr
sOciely.

Thirdly.—There was no mative, nor hasany been assigned, which might
have induced the pelice to make wrong catries,  ‘Therefore their entrics should
not be refocted.  Surgeon-Licutenant-Colonel O Brien, of Benares, witness Na.
S0, Morth-Western Provinces, says, " when ganja is assizned, the man was e
bably o notorions ganja-smoker,  The enquiry may be conducted by a chaprasi,
yet be might be dght in that” Sargeen-Majar I, W, Macnamam, witness No. 2o,
Assam, says (in orl) : * My idea of the relability of the information resta antirely
on the fact that the police have no inducement to ropart falsely.  On the whale,
then, | think that when the PD]EI:E ascrihe i.l:l!:l.lli'.".' Lo ["_'ﬂ.u.j:]. it may be I'u.'lrl.f accepted |
as relable”  Sarpeon-Major K. R, Kirtikar, witness Na. 53, Bambay, 16 years'
service, says inoral 46: 10 the police tell metha canse, [ send myself for the
relations who hive given the police the information and examine them myzeli, |
make then my entry atto canse. I0] caniot get the relatives | show the cause
‘unknown.! 1ithe police knew personally tha halats of the man, then | would aceeps
their statescents, but not otherwise. Ifthe police give meinformation as to canse
which is the result of enquiry, | reject that; for in such seientific enquinies |
censider it necessary Lo have information &t firss hand."

Fouriflp.—1E there was any masive {42 the Pn]E:E ta shaw wEnE causes 1
the descriptive-rolls, these coubd not have besn so many cases as 564, which are
entered in column 2g of unknown cases in Statement VII for 1892, This shows
that the enguiry wns made carefully, and that the cause of ganja was attributed
only nhen it was proved to be do.

Fifthiy~There are certain marksand signs by which a ganja or charas
smoker can ba easily distinguished, such as tha redness of eyes, o red mark on the
hand and thumb, and the general appearmnce of the smoker to which the medical
officers must kave paid scine atiention Leface aceepting a lunatie as one alfected

104
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414  REPORT OF THE INDIAN HEMDP DRUGS COMMISSIoN, 1803-04.

by ganis.  Surgeon=Lieutenant-Colonel Ay Croacbie, witness No, 104, Bengal,
saya: ' Besides this thereis the mark on the hand and thumb of the: ganja-
smoker which, il present, immediately  distinguishes him as a habitual smoker.”
Surgean-Licutenant-Colanel Meadows, witness Noo don, Beagal : " [ think the
general appearance 18 more typical than anything elsa—the appearance of the eyes
and his excitable imitational manner.  With these symptoms 1 think I should be
able 1o tell 4 case asone of hemp drug insanity even without history of the ose
of the drug.”

5o, As regards para. 517 of the Report, 1 would remark that the atten-
tion of tha Indian newspapers and of the House of Commons, the Secre-
tary of State, amd of the Government of Imdia was drawn @ 18g0 to the
fact that the lunatic asylums of Indin were filled by the ganja insanes.
Accordingly an official enguiry was instituted lasting from 6th Aupust 18g1 to
gth August 1892, Under thess circumstances, it cannot be said that the re-
sponaible officers did not take sufficient case in having the descriptive-rolls and
asylum registers filled with aceuracy. Surgron-Liswtenant-Colonel Meadows,
witness No. 1o1, Bengil, says in his oral: " We do not now accept the cabse
thus assigeed so readily as we used to do.  Since attention has been so much
attracted to ganja during last vear we are much more careful”

51. In £8o3 this Commission was appointed, and it should be presumed that
the entries of tBog were made with all possible care.  The following table shows
the figures for 1802 and 1833 taken from statement VIE [t will be scen that the
figures of 1803 fully support those of 1853,

Terse ar AEEL AT Freci I
ADM IS5 B, T HEMP PEGEE, Lo

Frovisee. Rrmimgs

tigm | afizy | 1Bpn | wfgs | aBe | aEm.

Bappal wne | 0BG | 0% 53 56| %y | ara
Assam 43 15 3 9 | ‘30'2 | 200
Morth-Western Provinees...| 284 [ 2m 53| qa| iig) afy

Puopjab i ae| 033 | x23 | zx| 2B | b3 | zag
Ceglral Pravinces we| 62 75 13 17 | aeg | &g
Madras o | 245 [ 2en ) 19| as| =7l o
Bomhay e | Bg0| 3750 47 an | adead rra
Burma i ae| 103 [ By 3 a| g 2%

TaTaL v (3,344 0200|3238 | ebg | ady

. 52 The follawing is an abstcact of statement VI for the last 20 vears
taken from the Lunatic Asylum Repart of Bengal for the year 18z, which alse
ecrroborates the enries of 1893, The pescentages given in this sarement by the
Gﬂ-!r:rnmmt are wpon the tetal admissions ef the year; but perhaps it woold
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KOTE OF DISSENT DY LALA NIHAL CHAND, 415
bave been better il these percentages had been hased on the nombee af
those cases only the cause of whom was known as diseussed in paragraph 55° of
this note:—

| WUMEEE ALLESIN T4 HivE IREH I | |
CARBED BY |

'Jun‘\-_r-r_. = z | PaigseRape [Porrantaps Pereenlagn

adnbualoss! | sl colims | o eolumn | of colema

Year, wed rae | Guejned Opbim | Spieibs qam | i-n. 5 :‘

oot | blasg | et Gletnmens] SUETR L | fukmnd | couma@.

l:5I|1|:_rlllr|: Vil |
i 2 ] 4 5 & | 7 i

1573 .. - 514 171 & 22| 333 1 e
g gat ar§ ' 15 420 g 11
s .. aen 413 176 2 L B 47 3B
56 . " 354 143 2 17| aw ‘54 4B
1377 235 taz 3 1] 375 1o 48
158 .. 37 G 3 5 a9t 13 T3

iy ... 156 G1 2 61 me 1'02 1
(1.1 TR, b G5 ta e i 456
[11: T 213 Gy 2 il w3 L
1802 ... (1:4} L1 i 251 51
1883 212 o 1 1B ary 43 72
[1:1 T 232 I 63 12 a7 51
1885 .. @32 59 i 1 254 o 1 7
L1 T— 28 LN 17 a5y 3-:'
1.1, | E— e 181 54 1] E [
101 298 63 1 11 2y 43 e
1580 . 47 &g 1 fa| arg * T
oo L 221 L] ] 7 253 9 Jr
g . 213 54 a T 253 ‘o 13
thg .. 186 £ 1 10 25y 5] 5

.71 R i 205 1] e ST

53 A large proportion of the 223 panja cazes of 1852 consists of lunatics
charged with erime, who were acquitted on the ground of insanity.  Such insanes
arg admitted in the asylums, and the cavseis generally takes fram the judgment
of the court a8 stated by Dr. McKay, witness Moo 36, Central Provinces
* In criminal cases the cause is taken geerally from the judgment of the
coust.!” Dire Crombie, witness No. 104, Berpal, says, * Besides (the descrip-
tive-roll) we have {but oaly in criminal cases) the judgment in which the
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point is frequently mised and discussed as pan of the defeace’’ It istous, 28
argued in paragraph 518 of the Commission's Report, that it was unnocessary
fot Lkt court to make special enquing as to the causs of insapity, hut it was quite
pataral that when the court acquitted an accused on' the groond of insanity, i@t
must have made a full enquiry inte his charicier and habits of Tife and satisfied
itsell as (o the cause of insanity hefore passing ol ordess,  Besides that, if
ganja would have been wrongly given as the cause, most probaliy the complain-
ant in the case would have besn the first fa make ohjeetion 1o it.  In Bengal
out of 53 panja-admissions i 1S, there wors'zz criminal lanatics, but only
31 [eriminal and npon-criminal) cases out of 53 have been accepted.  This shows
that same of the erimisal cases alsa have not been accepted.

54. The fresh enguiry s not satisfactory on the following greainds:—

(1) In 18ga the number of admisstons inall the asylums was 1,344, oot af
which 222 were ganja cases, 553 altnbuted to other cadses, and 500 were entered
as unknown, The [resh enguiry has been: confined to the 333 cases: and is
therelone difective. When aut of 322 cases 124 have been found  dise 1o causes
other than ganja end consequently refeciad, i can be contepded onthe same
ground that the remaining 1,122 cases, for which other causes than ganja
have been artributed in statement VI, comtain a good many ganja cases.  The
object of the Commission was to know the exact namber of ganja cases admitted
in 1892, and the actual percentape could have only then been nscertained had
the present fresh epquiry been extended 1o all the admissions of 18z,

{2} This anquéry has boan mada by the same agency as before, and not by any
mamber of the Commission as wauld appear from paragraph 521 of the Report.
Therelore, if the former enguiry i3 questioned, the present one canno: alio be
refied npon,  The Commissian themselves have made the foliowing observations
in paragraph 526 of the Report:—*" The methad of enquiry has not been satisfae-
tory in regard to all the coses referned for local enquiey,” % In some it will he
abserved even this furiber inguizy lias been lafr to the police.” | for one would
say that this second enquicy, i€t has resulied in anything, hus thronn still preater
dauhi on the subject; for while the former reports were made by the police wnfes-
tered with any bins, now they ereated fos themaelves that Government is inclined
toredace the number of ganja lanatics and so théy might have done not o
listle 1o understats the true number,  This remark of mine will, T bhope, be fully
admitted by all officers who have had seme expesiesce in India,

(3) Sratement No. VI shows the types of insanity as diagnssed by the
medical oilicers of the asylums, who ame persenally responsible fur the acciacy
of entrics in the abave stuement, as Dr. DeFabeck; Surgeon-General with the
Gavernment of hladras, witnesa No. 83, says: * Disgnosis of hemp drap
insaniiy docs mot depend solely on hissory. | eonsider that it is the duty of
the medical offices (o observe the case and base his diagnosis on the fsets he
ohzecves and thase he may elicit from the insane & licid ntervals, ™  The
gotal pumlber of diagnosed cises of toxic insanity 15 157, bul the cases accepted
by the Conimission fall sbos of this fgure also, The following Gpures are
taken for the panja cases, and they prove thiat the number of accepted casss
inthe [lepar is appasently wiong. The number of ganja cases 19 disgnosed
in statement VI in 1892 is 157, but only of cases arc accepted;
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(4) As will be seen from paragmph 521 of the Report, that out of 222 ganja
cascs 124 have been rejected.  In my opinion many af them have been rejected
an insuficient grounds, | peinted sut seme such cases to my learned colleagues
Mr. Fraser and Dr. Warden, who were in chacge of this part of the enquiry, but
they were not formally discussed in any metting of the Commission when the
TCpor was uniler discussion,  Thereis a casein which the lunatic when he became
sane admitted the use of ganfa in pressnce of Dr. Meadows, Sepenntendent of
Berhampir Asylum, but still the case has been rejectad, In ansther case
the lunatic's cwn brother gave the information that the lunatic was addica-
ed to ganja.  (See Lunatie Asylum, Luckrow, ease Neo 1), In athisd case
a lunatic's brosher-in-law stated that the lunatic was addicted to ganja, and
tha lunatic was made aver to him. (See Lenatic Asylum, Agra, case Na. 1o).
Many cases have been rojected which were attributed to hemp drags by the
Superintendents of Asylams even after the fresh enguiry, The Superinten-
denis had all the papees of the lunatic’s past histary before them, and [ think
they wene in a better position than the Commission to observe the case and
formm an opinion a8 to ke caonse of insanity.

(5) The fresh enquiry produced great suspicion in the mind of the public, and
the |.I'.‘-1J-'|14-E apparenily avoided g'lr-lng trie facts of the lunalics to the :ﬂquiﬁuﬂ
officers, l=st they themselves might be thrown into some difficulties.

{6) Cut of 1,344 admissions of 1802 the causs of insanity in statement
VIl was shown for 595 cazesonly, and in 869 the cause of insanity was *' un-
koown” It cannot be denied that among this number of " unknown ” cases there
must be some gamja cascs which were not ascectained ; therefore the pereentage
has been wrangly taken on total admissions. 1t should have been taken on the
nambes of known cases only, ke, on 775

105
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{7} Consumption of ganja is prolibited in Burma, and it was quite wrong
to take the admissions of Burma Asylum into account, as it matenally afiects the
totals and perceatages.

55, In my opinion, thaugh thers might be a few mistakes, vet on the whale
it waold be fair to accept the entries of statement VI as correct for the basis
of forming an opinion.  In the following table I have therefore given the full
number of 18092 and ealeulared the percentages on the number of known cases

only =
ADiisEiaeE 4 b 2 | Peecissioni.
s o | -7 j} é i[=.12T¢2
wrlnzen, g :E £} £ |55 mz | wd ...:
o3 RE 3" iE g Sy o g " 2§
di 193 4 | K| is|Es|2s |08 | K
oy 3 k] c.—": GE | 53' =5 EE a'a-,_,
¥ a a i & 5 | @ 7 e | @ | 1o
I (Y =3
Bezgal wa| w5 | qu ) a@6 53| e 1| afe | 86| o8
Assam .. 13 8y 43 13 3 t] 654 | 157 | g

Mosth-Western Provincest 127 | 57| 284| 33| n 6| jon| 5% p

Ponjab ... B3 Gg | 133 3 F I ' 39| 31| g
Central Provicces .| 30 KE] G2 L | 433 | T
Madras ... we| 204 41 | 245 19 7 5| g3 34 | 2us
Bambay ... wl| 8] 106 ao0| a3| a| of aws| o] s
Totat. o] 743 . g [ La43 | 209 | 54 _:._;,- 255 | 72| 20
Burma .. 33 Ga | 103 3! g 1 = ¥

Grawp ToTab .| 775 | 504 (344 | 233 | 68 mr

86, A perusal of Lunatic Asylum Reports for 1892 and of the previous years,
clearly shows that—

{1} The percentage of ganja lunatics is extremely high when compared
with those cavsed by other intoxicants used in India, as will be
seen fram the statement in paragraph 535 and that of z0 years past
in pamgra.ph 52 of this note.

{2) It is higher than the pereentage of insanity doe to liquer in England,
which is only 19°2 per cent.

{3) Ganja and charas are more deletesious than liquer or opium, cte.

(4) There is a close connection between crime and ganjsmoking, In
Bengal, where ganja is largely used, itis found that 41 per cent.
of ganja lwatics are criminalz; the tableof this will be found in
paragraph 63 of this note, whers crime i3 dealt with,

{s) The pezceatage of ganja Junatics is much higher in these provinces
where s culiivation is extensive, and consumption greater, than
the percentage in other provinces, like Madras, Bombay, etc.,
where it is less cultivated and wsed, or in Burma, where it ia tatally
prohibited,
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57 Censur gnid fnsanity—It will be evident from the statement Eiven
below, that in 1892 the whole papulation of hmatic asylums was 5,581, out of which
837 were dum to ganja.  The Census Report of 1891, Volume 1, page 59, shows
that the whole number of insanes in India was 74470, If the rate of ganja
lunatics ta the population in the lunatic asylums be applied to the total pumber of
insanes in India it would be faand that theinsanity of sbout 11,168 persans in India
is dus to the use of kemp drugs.  Again eut of 5,581, the total populstion of all
the asylums, 222 pew cases dua ta hemp drugs were admitied in 1893, and by this
caloulation about 2,962 persens annually Lern insane by the use of hemp drugs,

Poprlation of funadic asyluors,

TarkL FEFULATGN, Catcd pre 79 HEWF BAbaE,
Pravisss. Female Fomale
R i T B P
ks b, Fear Lhg.
Eengal we| 93| HEE| nqp( Ry 53 a7
Assam ey P e 43 154 Fi 11 LT
Motk Western Provinces .| 1,007 2By | onage 54 5 05
Panjab 142 132 472 G a3 | 83
Central Proviasces ... abt Gz 923 I 56 13 | &0
Madras 552 245 B37 l 4 1] 63
Dombay 799 age ey 189 | 47 156
Burma o FLEY 102 L 17| 1 a0
Tetal we| &337 | 1344 | 558 | Gig| = 8y

8. The above conclusons are corrobarated by the evidenge of witnesses
before the Commission, as will be spen from the statements in paragraph 44 of
this note, where 244 medical and 501 non-medical withessed pronounce the use
of ganja and charas to ba a direct or indirect cause (or, in seiemtific language,
predisposing of exciting eause) of insanity. | have not ventured to take up the
scientifie view of the question and leave it for medical expers,

gg. For the purpase of asceriaining the effects of the hemp drugs, the
medical evidence deserves special attention, and [ would therefore recommend to
read it i exferso as appended to the Report.  Its analysis is given in paragraph
44 of this note and a list of those witnesses who said that even the medemte use
of the drugs is deletedous will be found in statement [I of this note. Far
brevity sake 1 have piven a fow quotations of Bengal and Punjab wil:
nesses anly as bypieal instances in statement 111 in the former pravince ganfis and
in the latter charas being chiefly used. A3 to the comparative value of the
evidence of medical men of different prades paragraph 404 of the Report should
be read.

Ba. Moral effects.—It is concluded in paragraph 533 of the report that the
hemp drog's ¥ medsmte use prodisces na masal injury whatever,” and that ** there
iz little or no connection beiween the use of hemp dregs and crime”
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I do not share in the above opiniea, and hold on the contrary that the use
of g:njn. and charas canses didtress to the consumers and the members of his
Fam”y and has a direct or indicect connection with eoime and bad habits

G1. fhgerese—It bos been admiteed thar the consumers: are chiefly the
Inbouring elasses and the beggars,  The sverage of wiges af the former in Bengal
is 4 annad a day, while the lawer are only a burden on the saciety,

It has been shown in paragraph 8 that the average dose of a moderate
consumer i3 one<founl tola a day, and for an exeessive one toln a day, which
woald cost in Bengal (ot the rate of Rs, 20 a seer as accepted in the Report)
one anra to ke moderate, and four annas Lo the excessive consemer,  Mow it
can be beiter imagined than deseribed what shoald be the disiress of the fammily
of the consumer whi spemils not less than one-fourth of kis income on this drug,
Whether the consumer can provide food for himself, s wile, and children or nat,
but be is sure to provide his stimslant by legal o fllegal means. Moreover,
almost all the witnesses unanimously pronounce that the uss of these drugs
requines plenty of milk and rich food to modily their evil clects. But there is
scarcely one per cent, of the corsumers who can provide to feed himself properly,

In the Exelse Report of 18gy, pasageaph t2, the Hon'ble Me. McKay,
Member of the Beard of Bovenue, No-W, P, remarked that “the consumption of
hemp drogs daes not depend =0 much opon season as it does in the ease of lguor,
Drugs are much cheaper than bguss, and a drug consamer would reduce his food
saper than do without his acoustomed stinaclane,”

Ga. Crime—Itis a remarkable fact that as the number of panja smokers in
the lunatic asylams of Dengal is as high as 465 per eent. of the admissions in
18ga2 {as mentioned i paragraph 55 of this note), the pomber of criminals in
the above gamja cases ismot less than 40°35 per cent.  This fact alone clearly
proves that the use of ganja pradaces insanity of sich a type a5 mostly leads its
victims to erime.  This will be seen from the following statement which gives
figures for the last 3 years for the Provinee of Bengal :—

Ko, 0F canas s TTRIBUTED 50 HEXF
DEeas I8 Brazeuzar Vi
Prerentage
Wer. celumn 3 £ Rimamas

el B 4

Crimizale, |Yos-ximingls| Total

i 2 1 i H L

18y 25 Fry 2] 62
18go 14 48 & s
1841 4 40 54 50
1502 - -5 | b1l £3 Lh
by | 27 E2Y L it
ToTat e l 106 102 55 155

3. When 1 take inte cansideration the cause of insanity of all the efminals
admisted in the lanatie asylums, | find that cven ameng them the percentage of
those criminals whose insanity was due to the use of hemp drugs s as high as 41
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per cent. of the known eases.  As the reports of the lunatic asylums of Bengal are
mora eomplete than those of ether provinees, and the consumption of ganjais greater
thers, | gi.'r: the fuﬂlrwing statement for Bengal for the last 5 years. The lzpatic
asylum repors of other provinces cannot be relied upon, becanse semetimes criminal
lunatics are not sent Lo the asylums for want of accomenodation, but to eentral
jails, as is the case in the Morth-Western Provinces.

Extract from Stetement ViYL,

Cnu:l;l;;a;.::u | E::—:::E :.lt: :_'Llu J Pibepariat, l
| |
: i Wemp | ; Calvmu | Colamsn | Columb, (Ryy,
e -kE:'iiu-.-..u Total: | Urign. | Oplum, Spiiea e HI::::]LIG,H. o
[ I ] | a F & L I’ ] | 7 ] i | 19 i 1
188 ... £ 49 | 108 L | G I FENT I -]
1
185 ... 45 ey 0% 1] F 1| 40w, 4a a3
1By ... 41 2 o1 L2 2 3| W 49 73|
[1:11 R, \ 55 a3 r] F1 ) - T B oy E
1893 ... | [+ 45 | a3 33 1 Pl b ]
1
— ' |
TaTAL . 258 a1 | 4 I 1ol G| 06| 4109 :-31 Ga I

G4, Most of the witnesses pronounce a direct es indirect connection between
the bemp drugs and erime, which can be ascertained on referring to the evidence
of witnesses in reply to questions 51 to 5. [ give a few quotations of some
eminent witnesses whe have had opportunities of obsésving the matter undeér
discussion in statement [V,

65. In paragraph 400 of the Report an allusion is made to the comparison of  Hema drupucer.
cvil effects betwesn the hemp drugs and Lguor, but no definite opinion has been P2 Whi alcabal
expreased therein. | belisva thera san be na doobt that gaeja, ehoras, and liquar
are all deleterious. The difference lies in degree and quality of ihe intoxteation.
It is ta be noticad that thers are many natives of social pesition, leaming, and
intellect, who either openly or secretly use liguors, but their brains are not spoil-
ed. Almost all the Eurapean gentlomen in this country use liquar, but the
superiocity of their intellest and learning can in oo way be doubted. On the
contracy, not a single man of leaaming and position will be found among thass
addicted to the use of ganja and charas. This cleacly shows that the use of
these drugs should Bave more injuricus efizcts upon the brain than alechol.
Besides this liquor is a kind of teate, and pives strengih to the body, while ganja
anﬂ -ql'l:.m can give no 5ur|'| A.Tr:r'_glil. It i3 elzeeved that aleahol p'rnr[l:u:ﬂ
its bad eflects only when used in excess, whils the smeking of hemp drugs acts
upan the beain even when used in the smallest dose.

The percentages of insanity caused by liques, epium and hemp drogs in
Bengal are given in a statement in paragraph 52 of this note for the last 2o years,

H

(456) Page 421
Permanent URL: http://digital.nls.uk/74574978

Bem


http://digital.nls.uk/74574978

428 WEFORT OF THE INDIAR HEMP DRUGS COMMISSION, 199304

anil they cleasly sbow that the hemp drugs are the most patent faclors of all
intoxicants in prodicing insanity,  The following table shows the petcentiges as
accapled in paragraph 534 of the Report and they also confizm this view.

!
- FERDENTACES A0 THOWE §F Filas
EaaiFn Sda 00 THE Hopser.

Freaints- —

Hema Tmge. | Rporibe
Bengal o - - - e 107 ! F
Assam [+ ()
Marth.Western Fravinees o= . bid 7 Is5
Punjab = - = e = 16 s

Cemiral Provinces . - aa - Ea it

Madras i - an, 28 ]
Bambay = = LIS | Ba .. =g
ToTal 18 34

The fellawing quotations are alta noteworthy 1—

{1} North-Western Proviness, witness: Na, &, Mr, Sieker, Excise Com-
missioner, oral 44, “ 1 pat these drugs above liquor ard opicm in their
Enjqr:nus :endnﬁci-:s."

{a) Morth-Westera Provinces, No. 8 Me H. Fraser, Callector and
Magistrate, " | wish i wese, a3 I believe aleabel to be very harmless
in comparison,” ™ These stinlants (spiits and opiom) as faras |
have seen are exceedisgly hatmless o2 do excecdingly little harm,
and [ think the greatest watch fulness is necessacy (o prevent excess
sive cost of these articlea dl.':vi.l'rg consumers. o the wvie of the
cheapest hemp deug,™

{3} Naorth-Western Pravicees, Na, 34, ]u!l_n Cogkburn, Subampulr ﬂpium
Agent, " All smeking is in my opinion injuricas, and the use of
ganja and charas in that way is per comparable with the dnnking of
liguac."

{4) Nomh-Wesiern Provinees, No. 6, F. Allem, Celleetae. " In my
n'ptrrnim Excrisive :-ul:l:urnpli.qr: af all I1¢mp dmgﬂ. i mote injurinug.
than of aleshel, and il [ considered that consumption was on the
increase | should lighten taxation on bBguoe,"

Oral—" My experence is that aleehol is not productive of much harm in
thiz disteice.”

(3] Bomtay, No. 1, Honouwrable T. D. Mackenzie, Commissianer af
Opium, fe=—"1 do not think the labouring classes who use the
drugs would sake 1o dhatura, Ther would rather take to aleohel. |
think this would probably do l&ss harm; the lguor being foddy or
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spirit. of good quality such as is supplied from central distillocies,
than the hemp drugs."”

(6) Bombay, No. 38, W. Almon, Assistant Cellector, Abkar, ** Genesally then
my impression is that there arc mare wrecks from ganja than liquer
in pragortion ta the number of consumers, bt net actually more.”

66, Natfze Stales =M number of question prpess wers supplied to sclected
persans in the Native States amd 123 replies were received. [t was unanimously
resolved by the Commission that tha seplies of witnesses [rom the Brtish
termitory should be appended ta the Report, but as to the evidence of the Native
Stata: it was proposed that thoy should not be so dealt with,  After some written
anal oral diseussions all the four official members voted for the proposal and all
the thres non-official members againsrit.  Therefore the evidence fram the Native
States has been omitted from the Report.

"I he area and population of the Kative States are so considerable that they
should not belost sigheof.  Native Stite evidence, generally speaking, corroborates
that from the Dritish territory, aml very stronply shows that the use of ganja
anil charas is very deleterious, that it is much in disropure, that itis not eonntceted
with any sacial or religions custom, that prohibition is desirable and leasible, and
that the l".hﬁii:-h sysbiem of exeise administration has been and is Iir.-r.t'l}' to be
iollowed in the Mative States,  An analysis of the opinion of medical men will b
seen from the following talle; —

Tortat Brwans |
= Masicik BREATERIGUR | ROT BELLTERMGE, miamerr. Amrarssce.
WiTmnsnns,
MHragaire Baxviuir, Mg vurn, Ensmiora, | d_f
—_— ] |'i | _; 1y [ ¥ H d Easanni,
i E i | i : ;
g3 i1 1133 i HE 7 43
stlEl [eis aldie! i AHERI HREEE
1'§51L-_.1-}*-=1 A HEE I HEF
A R R e A o e i e e
—] = == S = — ] - = - = e | e | | | o
|
hl’ll“l'\-l'l...].'l db e igg | 0n | w| P W v wi | R0 )| 3] 0| - ) B g far|ag]| v wf 3
|
| I
1
| |
o 1 | |__ | |

Evidence  [rem
Hative Siates and
Ay,

Some of tha witnesses are themselvas Chicls dnd others are responsible
officars and eminent physicians of the States. [ give below a few extructs to
show the tendency of the evidence in o general way.

If}'fn‘r.ﬂﬁa.d, wilness No. g,

T. Streenivasa Ran, Hakeem, His Highness the Nizam's Civil Medical De-
partment i—" As they advancein age, moderate habital consumers become
victims to the noxious cffect of hamp plant morally, menally, and physically. It
impairs thes constitution, injures digestion, and causes aniorexin. - Smoking panja
has reduced many strong men to the lowest eb. 1 mean modesate smaking,
Bhane aml ganja induce habats of immerality of debauchery when the consumes
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iz still tn good |ealth. Ha'n:_r aathiors in Caramt madicing, suchas Boo Al Sena,
Ibenni Byttar, Jali Noos, Mabomed Hussun Sherazi, and oihers  denounce the
hahitual use of hemp plant a3 aphrodisiac in one voice, a5 its long continued use
dries up seminal fuid, and the consumer becomes impotent.’”

Bhezulpor, witmers Vo, 1.

Jind Wadda Khan, Finance Minister ——" The use of intoxicating drags s
prohibited by religiocs imjunctions.  Similacy persens of every class regned its
ase as unlawful.”

Lakarn, mainces No. 1,

: Nawab Amectoddin Abmuod, Khan Balader, ©.1.5., Chief ol Lahasu:—"W hat-
ever angwerd | have given tothe abave questions, they are the facus of my inform=
ation, enquiries, and ohservations, and new the gist of my opinion is that the use
of thess three drugs and liquarhas very badly affected the morals, health, and the
finances of the public of this country, the nahlemen of which have besn rendered
incapatle of discharging their duties on account of exeessive drinking, Thousands
have been doomed ta death by this evil ; and it is nat aply the gentry, but alsothe
lower and the middle elasses who have besn ruined by the use of these intoxis
eants. L am of opinion that the matter of these mtaxicanis requires sedoas cone
sidecation.”

Nabha, witners Vo, 1.
Sayad Wazir Al and L. Deva Singh, ofisials of the Nabha Stare :— In this

State bhang alone i seld dor medicinal use, ete. The wse of ganja and charas
being prohibiled, na leases are given." :

Rajpufans, mriness Vo, 2,

W, H. Neilsan, M. 0., Surgean-Captain, Medical Officer, Erinpura Trregular
Force:=""The mod=rate e of bhang produces no noxious effects. The BYER
moderate uso of panja and charas has a most detericesting effect physically,
mentally, morally an the subject of the habi"

Blhor (Rambaw), witners Mo, 1,

Chief of Dhor (Bombay) :—" [t is feasible to probibit the use of any ocall
of these drugs if its mon-cultivation be enforced. The probibition woull not
accasion any scrioas discontent amang the consumers, nor would the diseantent,
if any, amount to any political danges. The prohibitien would net necoasitate
the wee of any other drugs.”

Mysore, mituers No, 1.
Brigade-Surgeon-Lisstenant-Colonel 1. ], McGann, Senfor Sargeon and
Sanitacy Commissiones with the Government of Mysare 1—" Habitual madesste
use of ganja affects the sysiem physically, mentally, srd momally, produces
emaciation, im pirs appetite, and sometimes dysentery or bronchitis, It im pairs
the moral sens= to g certain extent, induces laziness, and tends to produce
imaamity, It excites insanity as well as pradispases ta Lo

ﬁ]-: Army—A separate set of selecied goestions was framed for the Native
and British Army by the Commission and, after the permission of His Excelleacy
the Commander-in-Chief, eirculated far ANEWErS | 374 slalements were received,
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The Commanding Officers were Instructed by the Commission thus =— It is
suggestnd that Cmrmlam'.i:lg Offacers S:hl'.l'Jllil in r-:-p-]:.-i.nr; to those |.'|1|.1.':1'.§nr|:1. [rml]r
cansult the medical officers in charge and native commissioned and non-come
missicned afficers. Queations 45 and 46 should be answered by medical officers.”

Jtll-t as il was the case about the evidence of the Native Siates men-
tioned in para, 66 of this MNote, it was proposed that the Army Evidence
il#ﬂ -;|:|,:||s||,:| |;.|¢ r¢i¢|.;1 ed r|.|:||:] not nppnnﬂud <1 th; l{cpg:t.. All Lh: I,'-['rl.l,::ql mﬂmbwa
and Kunwar Hurnam Singh Alduwatia voted for it and thies by 2 majority of 510 2
members the motion was earried ont, In P.‘I.l':l..;.f_\gﬂf tha Rc]:-url; some ablu-
sion is made to the evidence of Army as to the extent of wse.  The following
Senlences afe ql.'ll.ll.tl.l fram the abowve p:mgm[.lh 1—* Baveral [nqui.'ri“g officers
report that their men will not admit the vse of the hemp drugs, though it i cers
tain that they are taken to some extent, and in many cases there are special
teasons for remicence in addition to the disrepute attaching to the habit in
native socicty generally.  In some regiments the use of the drog is directly
probibized and in athers the Commanding Officers, though they may not have
gone o this length, regacd the consumers with distrusts It must be the
case ilso thal in some feguuentsibe consumers are held in greater ﬂigtgpq::
ameng their comrades than moothers." It is clear from the above that the
use of hemp drugs is disrcpetable in the Army asz badly as elsewhere, and
that their officess wese =6 much convincsl of their bad effects upan the ph]u.
sical, mental, or social condition of their soldiers that they direetly or indirectly

probibited their use,

In the Report ne notice was taken of the opinions expressed in the Army
Evidence about the effect of the Il.er.np tlrug.-: s bt | think that this uP]ni.:q haz @
particutar advantage, and should be preforred to that of ather witnesses.  The
Army men are always healithy and strong; have sufficient means 16 properly
feed and clothe themselves ; have got healthy accommodations 1o live in and
agreeable excraise to underge.  They are under close observation of their officers
and cannot conceal any fact from them,

The answers to the question papers roceived [rom each regiment, were gene-
rally drawn up after consultation with the medical officers. 1 believe the opinton
of the Army Medical officers about the effects of the drugs shoul! have muech
weight : out of 274 Army witnesses, some are silent on the question of effects,
but most of them bave expressed an opinion, and [ find from examination that
174 of them pronounce the use of the hemp drags to be extremely deletesions,

68, Before discassing the question of the palicy in regard ta the hemp
drugs, to be adepted in future, it seems desiable o describe here briclly the
past history of the excise administration in India, and therefore 1 begin it
from thie Hinda period.

69. Manu Smriti or the Institutes of Manu s the greatest authority on
Hinda Law. In Chapter V11 are enumerated the different taxes and rovenue
which alone the king is authorized to collect. A tax on an intoxicant is not mens
tioned thercin, and therefore it is not lagal fora king te levy a tax on these
intoxicants, Besides Mana Smti, | bave consulted almost all the other standard
Smntis, and Gnd that all of them follow the prainciple laid down by Manu, as

deseribed above,
107
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